Aotat. 68.]      Johnsons second letter to Baretti.
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' When you made your request to me, you should have considered, Madam, what you were asking. You ask me to solicit a great man, to whom I' never spoke, for a young person whom I had never seen, upon a supposition which I had no means of knowing to be true. There is no reason why, amongst all the great, I should chuse to supplicate the Archbishop, nor why, among all the possible objects of his bounty, the Archbishop should chuse your son, I know, Madam, how unwillingly conviction is admitted, when interest opposes it; but surely, Madam, you must allow, that there is no reason why that should be done by me, which every other man may do with equal reason, and which, indeed, no man can do properly, without some very particular relation both to the Archbishop and to you. If I could help you in this exigence by any proper means, it would give me pleasure ; but this proposal is so very remote from all usual methods, that I cannot comply with it, but at the risk of such answer and suspicions as I believe you do not wish me to undergo.
•'I have seen your son this morning; he seems a pretty youth, and will, perhaps, find some better friend than I can procure him ; but, though he should at last miss the University, he may still be wise, useful, and happy. I am, Madam,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'June 8, 1762.'
'SiR,
' To MR. JOSEPH BARETTI, AT MILAN.
'London, July 20, 1762'.
'However justly you may accuse me for want of punctuality in correspondence, I am not so far lost in negligence as to omit the opportunity of writing to you, which Mr. Bcauclerk's passage through Milan affords me.
' I suppose you received the Idlers^ and I intend that you shall soon receive Shakspeare, that you may explain his works to the ladies of Italy, and tell them the story of the editor, among the other strange narratives with which your long residence in this unknown region has supplied you.
'As you have now been long away, I suppose your curiosity may pant for some news of your old friends. Miss Williams and I live much as we did. Miss Cotterel2 still continues to cling to Mrs. Porter, and
1 Though Johnson wrote this same     Baretti of this accession tohisfortune.
day to Lord Bute to thank him for         * See  ante, p. 245.    Mrs.  Porter,
his pension, he makes no mention to     the  actress,  lived  some time with
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